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Total Civil Dispositions by Case Type and 
Method of Disposition 

Fiscal Year 2006–07 

Superior Courts 

Table 5 

 
 
 
Number of dispositions

Dismissals Other
Before for delay in before Trial de

Type of proceeding Total hearing prosecution triala By jury By court novo
(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G)

(1)  All civil 1,286,517 109 76,422 993,007 1,717 209,030 6,232
(2)    Total unlimited civil 142,227 109 9,123 110,121 1,333 15,309 6,232
(3)      Total PI/PD/WD 44,682 — 2,643 40,058 767 1,214 —
(4)         Motor vehicles 26,502 — 1,714 24,054 347 387 —
(5)         Other 18,180 — 929 16,004 420 827 —
(6)     Other civil complaints and petitions 91,204 — 6,480 70,063 566 14,095 —
(7)     Small claims appeals 6,341 109 — — — — 6,232
(8)     Probate 39,123 — 2,711 14,951 25 21,436 —
(9)     Family law (marital) 130,213 — 5,770 122,892 — 1,551 —
(10)     Family law petitions 245,931 — 17,665 227,717 — 549 —
(11)   Limited civil 510,907 — 22,323 443,095 359 45,130 —
(12)   Small claims 218,116 — 18,830 74,231 — 125,055 —

Percentage of dispositions
Dismissals Other

Before for delay in before Trial de
Type of proceeding Total hearing prosecution triala By jury By court novo

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G)
(1)  All civil 100% 0.0% 5.9% 77.2% 0.1% 16.2% 0.5%
(2)    Total unlimited civil 100% 0.1% 6.4% 77.4% 0.9% 10.8% 4.4%
(3)      Total PI/PD/WD 100% — 5.9% 89.7% 1.7% 2.7% —
(4)         Motor vehicles 100% — 6.5% 90.8% 1.3% 1.5% —
(5)         Other 100% — 5.1% 88.0% 2.3% 4.5% —
(6)     Other civil complaints and petitions 100% — 7.1% 76.8% 0.6% 15.5% —
(7)     Small claims appeals 100% 1.7% — — — — 98.3%
(8)     Probate 100% — 6.9% 38.2% 0.1% 54.8% —
(9)     Family law (marital) 100% — 4.4% 94.4% — 1.2% —
(10)     Family law petitions 100% — 7.2% 92.6% — 0.2% —
(11)   Limited civil 100% — 4.4% 86.7% 0.1% 8.8% —
(12)   Small claims 100% — 8.6% 34.0% — 57.3% —

After trial

After trial

 

Column Key: 
(A) Percentages may not add to total because of rounding. 
(B) Data are derived from courts reporting via the Judicial Branch Statistical Information System (JBSIS) and apply  

to small claims appeals only. 
 
Row Key: 
(1) Sum of (4) through (12). 
(2) Sum of (4) through (7). 
(3) Sum of (4) and (5). 
 
Note: 
 a  “Other before trial” includes other dismissals and transfers, summary judgments, and all other judgments 

before trial. 
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Civil Case Processing Time Superior Courts 

Fiscal Years 2002–03 Through 2006–07 Table 6 
 
 
 

General civil unlimited Limited civil Unlawful detainers Small claims
disposed of in less disposed of in less disposed of in less 

than _ months than _ months than _ days than _ days
Fiscal year 12 18 24 12 18 24 30 45 70 90

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G) (H) (I) (J)
2006–07 68% 85% 92% 93% 97% 98% 58% 76% 64% 78%
2005–06 68% 85% 91% 87% 94% 96% 59% 76% 65% 76%
2004–05 64% 83% 91% 83% 91% 94% 60% 78% 70% 81%
2003–04 65% 83% 91% 86% 93% 96% 60% 78% 71% 83%
2002–03 65% 84% 92% 89% 95% 97% 60% 78% 75% 86%

disposed of in less 

 

Column Key: 
(G), (H) Beginning with 2005–06, data included unlimited unlawful detainers as reported in JBSIS. Previous years contain only 
limited data. 
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Superior Courts
 
 
 

 

  SOURCE: TABLE 7        

FIGURE 9—Felony
Filings and Dispositions 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07
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FIGURE 10—Nontraffic Misdemeanor
Filings and Dispositions 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07
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FIGURE 11—Traffic Misdemeanor
Filings and Dispositions 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07
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FIGURE 12—Traffic Infraction
Filings and Dispositions 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07
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Criminal Filings and Dispositions Superior Courts
Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07 Table 7

Parking
Fiscal year Felonies Infractions Infractions appeals

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G)
Filings
2006–07 (a) 7,817,052 288,932 640,282 347,951 812,630 5,727,229 28
2005–06 (r) 7,647,450 289,179 629,461 314,906 780,072 5,633,775 57
2004–05 (r) 7,425,543 285,578 558,819 279,443 756,330 5,545,349 24
2003–04 (r) 7,334,942 271,889 559,330 283,115 745,279 5,475,327 2
2002–03 (r) 6,862,175 263,399 523,912 245,394 699,100 5,130,368 2
2001–02 (r) 6,688,409 249,247 525,129 234,568 682,715 4,996,750 —
2000–01 (r) 6,687,072 239,935 524,201 277,133 680,496 4,965,307 —
1999–00 (r) 6,882,883 239,296 547,997 242,968 686,903 5,165,719 —
1998–99 6,853,164 245,757 603,516 247,138 731,741 5,025,012 —
1997–98 6,744,264 260,311 639,210 205,430 745,819 4,893,494 —
Dispositions 
2006–07 (a) 6,446,615 214,833 531,937 343,187 556,811 4,799,820 27
2005–06 (r) 6,454,622 226,444 545,536 289,739 565,968 4,826,879 56
2004–05 (r) 6,159,443 208,539 474,894 278,943 570,612 4,626,434 21
2003–04 (r) 5,915,627 198,964 460,360 266,019 557,567 4,432,715 2
2002–03 (r) 5,783,055 193,643 462,564 254,143 541,935 4,330,769 1
2001–02 (r) 6,310,882 186,888 505,552 250,917 635,380 4,732,145 —
2000–01 (r) 6 278 638 193 057 496 800 230 841 625 777 4 732 163 —

Total 
Total 

misdemeanors
Total 

misdemeanors

Nontraffic Traffic

2000–01 (r) 6,278,638 193,057 496,800 230,841 625,777 4,732,163 —
1999–00 (r) 6,570,284 200,075 535,477 222,089 646,228 4,966,415 —
1998–99 6,538,834 209,308 573,134 209,223 706,281 4,840,888 —
1997–98 6,487,931 212,737 599,968 179,033 707,436 4,788,757 —
Dispositions per 100 filings
2006–07 91 74 83 99 69 84 96
2005–06 91 78 87 92 73 86 98
2004–05 91 73 85 100 75 83 88
2003–04 91 73 82 94 75 81 100
2002–03 91 74 88 104 78 84 50
2001–02 94 75 96 107 93 95 —
2000–01 94 80 95 83 92 95 —
1999–00 95 84 98 91 94 96 —
1998–99 95 85 95 85 97 96 —
1997–98 96 82 94 87 95 98 —

Column Key:
(A)                Sum of B  through G.
(B)                Since 2001, a felony is counted as one filing and one disposition for each defendant throughout all stages
                      of criminal proceedings. This change eliminated the double counting of defendants who were held to answer
                      certified on guilty pleas, or waived preliminary hearings and reduced the numbers of filings and dispositions
                       reported.
(G)               Data as reported in JBSIS. Reports for prior years were for parking tickets. Parking tickets were transferred to
                     local jurisdictions, and the courts only handle parking appeals.

Notes:
(a)               Criminal dispositions are underreported because of incomplete data from some large courts. See Appendix A.
(r)                Revised.
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Felonies—Stage of Case at Disposition Superior Courts

Fiscal Year 2006–07 Table 8
 
 
 
Number of dispositions

Acquittals,
Felony Misdemeanor dismissals, and

Stage of case at disposition Total convictions convictions transfers
(A) (B) (C) (D)

(1)  Total 212,773 140,120 28,105 44,548
(2)     Before trial 206,237 135,013 27,735 43,489
(3)     After court trial 628 390 145 93
(4)     After jury trial 5,908 4,717 225 966

Percentage of dispositions
Acquittals,

Felony Misdemeanor dismissals, and
Stage of case at disposition Total convictions convictions transfers

(A) (B) (C) (D)
(1)  Total 100% 66% 13% 21%
(2)     Before trial 97% 63% 13% 20%
(3)     After court trial 0% 0% 0% 0%
(4)     After jury trial 3% 2% 0% 0%  

Column Key: 
(A) Percentages may not add to total because of rounding. 
(B) Defendants convicted of one or more felonies. Since 2001, a felony is counted as one filing and one disposition 

for each defendant throughout all stages of criminal proceedings. This change eliminated the double counting of 
defendants who were held to answer, certified on guilty pleas, or waived preliminary hearings and reduced the 
numbers of filings and dispositions reported. 

(C) Defendants convicted of one or more misdemeanors but not convicted of a felony. 
 
Row Key: 
(1) Percentages may not add to total because of rounding. 
(2) Dispositions before the start of trial. Includes felonies reduced to misdemeanors that subsequently went to trial. 

Judicial Council of California 52  2008 Court Statistics Report 



 

Misdemeanors and Infractions— 
Stage of Case at Disposition 

Fiscal Year 2006–07 

Superior Courts 

Table 9 

 
 
 
Number of dispositions

Before trial
Bail Guilty

Type of proceeding Total forfeitures pleas Other By jury By court
(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F)

(1)  Nontraffic misdemeanors 531,937 9,323 302,820 132,647 2,587 84,560
(2)  Nontraffic infractions 343,187 126,028 115,762 77,664 — 23,733
(3)  Traffic misdemeanors 556,811 31,313 420,282 89,641 1,323 14,252
(4)  Traffic infractions 4,799,820 1,973,796 728,561 1,808,370 — 289,093

Percentage of dispositions 
Before trial

Bail Guilty
Type of proceeding Total forfeitures pleas Other By jury By court

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F)
(1)  Nontraffic misdemeanors 100% 2% 57% 25% 0% 16%
(2)  Nontraffic infractions 100% 37% 34% 23% — 7%
(3)  Traffic misdemeanors 100% 6% 75% 16% 0% 3%
(4)  Traffic infractions 100% 41% 15% 38% — 6%

After trial

After trial

 

Column Key: 
(A) Percentages may not add to total because of rounding.  
(D) Includes transfers, dismissals, and dismissals after diversion. 
(E) 0% is equal to less than 1%. 
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Criminal Case Processing Time Superior Courts

Fiscal Years 2002–03 Through 2006–07 Table 10
 
 
 

Felonies Felonies resulting in
disposed of in bindovers or certified pleas Misdemeanors disposed of

less than in less than _ days in less than _ days
Fiscal year 12 months 30 45 90 30 90 120

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G)
2006–07 91% 57% 66% 80% 71% 86% 90%
2005–06 91% 59% 69% 82% 72% 87% 90%
2004–05 91% 59% 68% 82% 70% 86% 90%
2003–04 90% 58% 68% 83% 70% 87% 91%
2002–03 90% 56% 67% 82% 70% 87% 91%  

Column Key: 
(A) This column consists only of cases in which defendants were held to answer or were certified on guilty pleas. 

Processing time is based on the time from first appearance in limited-jurisdiction court to final disposition. 
(B)–(D) Based on the time from filing of the initial complaint to certified plea, bindover, or dismissal at or before 

preliminary hearing.
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Juvenile, Mental Health, Appeal, and Habeas Corpus 
Filings and Dispositions 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07 

Superior Courts 

Table 11 

 
 
 

 

Column Key: 
(A) B + C. 
(D) E + F. 
(H) Beginning with the 2005 Court Statistics Report, small claims appeal were removed from this table and included 

in Table 4 column F. 
(J) Habeas corpus petitions of criminal defendants seeking judicial release from alleged illegal restraints. 
 
Notes: 
(r) Revised. 

Subse- Subse- Mental
Fiscal year Total Original quent Total Original quent health Civil Criminal Criminal Other

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G) (H) (I) (J) (K)
Filings 
2006–07 104,186 71,667 32,519 45,248 38,602 6,646 14,456 1,253 2,982 8,232 3,544
2005–06 (r) 105,778 73,455 32,323 (r) 43,239 37,375 5,864 (r) 14,433 1,311 2,729 (r)6,462 (r) 3,686
2004–05 (r) 94,487 65,405 29,082 (r) 41,766 36,022 5,744 (r) 14,031 1,311 2,655 7,993 (r) 3,496
2003–04 (r) 93,508 64,060 29,448 (r) 38,937 33,264 5,673 (r) 13,882 1,083 2,917 6,184 (r) 2,966
2002–03 (r) 92,895 62,418 30,477 (r) 40,762 34,326 6,436 (r) 12,559 (r) 13,168 2,894 7,075 (r) 4,189
2001–02 94,516 63,724 30,792 (r) 40,846 34,560 6,286 (r) 11,311 13,616 3,079 5,528 (r) 4,309
2000–01 94,835 62,732 32,103 (r) 38,693 32,212 6,481 (r) 9,227 11,943 2,750 5,601 (r) 4,957
1999–00 97,057 62,746 34,311 (r) 40,740 32,658 8,082 (r) 8,037 11,737 3,078 5,509 (r) 5,078
1998–99 101,140 64,459 36,681 (r) 41,901 33,837 8,064 6,604 13,036 3,443 5,036 4,932
1997–98 106,807 68,762 38,045 46,178 38,215 7,963 7,304 15,068 3,668 5,419 (r) 5,129
Dispositions 
2006–07 88,106 59,417 28,689 37,420 35,606 1,814 13,467 1,742 2,787 7,173 3,085
2005–06 (r) 84,625 56,988 27,637 34,437 32,647 1,790 (r) 14,128 (r) 1,386 (r) 2,679 (r) 5,237 (r) 3,031
2004–05 (r) 77,378 53,310 24,068 (r) 35,526 33,602 1,924 (r) 13,264 (r) 1,656 2,653 6,321 (r) 2,965
2003–04 (r) 75,672 52,405 23,267 (r) 34,295 31,870 2,425 (r) 12,127 1,547 2,873 5,167 (r) 2,565
2002–03 (r) 74,091 51,001 23,090 (r) 38,663 34,571 4,092

2000–01 84,006 57,039 26,967 35,830 30,443 5,387 (r) 6,863 11,094 2,817 5,181 (r) 4,287
1999–00 85,271 57,277 27,994 (r) 37,750 30,765 6,985 (r) 6,065 10,582 3,123 5,001 (r) 4,412
1998–99 92,028 60,307 31,721 (r) 37,978 31,496 6,482 6,290 11,667 3,170 4,692 4,458
1997–98 90,871 59,453 31,418 41,377 34,549 6,828 6,708 13,033 3,557 4,823 (r) 4,618
Dispositions per 100 filings 
2006–07 85 83 88 83 92 27 93 139 93 87 87
2005–06 80 78 86 80 87 31 98 106 98 81 82
2004–05 82 82 83 85 93 33 95 126 100 79 85
2003–04 81 82 79 88 96 43 87 143 98 84 86
2002–03 80 82 76 95 101 64 79 85 86 88 84
2001–02 84 85 81 93 98 70 78 77 83 93 87
2000–01 89 91 84 93 95 83 74 93 102 93 86
1999–00 88 91 82 93 94 86 75 90 101 91 87
1998–99 91 94 86 91 93 80 95 89 92 93 90
1997–98 85 86 83 90 90 86 92 86 97 89 90

Habeas corpusJuvenile delinquency Juvenile dependency

(r) 9,859 11,247 2,481 6,192 (r) 3,525
2001–02 79,113 54,187 24,926 38,149 33,738 4,411 (r) 8,860 10,451 2,553 5,167 (r) 3,762

Appeals 



 

Superior Courts 
 
 

      SOURCE: TABLE 11        
* Figure 16 excludes civil appeals because of a new definition.

FIGURE 13—Juvenile Delinquency
Filings and Dispositions 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07
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FIGURE 14—Juvenile Dependency
Filings and Dispositions 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07
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FIGURE 15—Mental Health
Filings and Dispositions 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07
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FIGURE 16—Criminal Appeal
Filings and Dispositions* 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07
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Authorized Judicial Positions and 
Judicial Position Equivalents 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07 

Superior Courts 

Table 12 

 
 
 

Judicial positions Judicial
Subordinate judicial officers position

Fiscal year Total Judges Total Commissioners Referees equivalents
(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F)

2006–07 1,972 1,548 424 397 27 2,187
2005–06 1,922 1,498 424 397 27 2,123
2004–05 1,917 1,498 419 386 33 2,064
2003–04 1,915 1,498 417 382 35 2,048
2002–03 1,914 1,498 416 380 36 2,047
2001–02 1,919 1,498 421 384 37 2,041
2000–01 1,906 1,498 408 377 31 1,998
1999–00 1,889 1,479 410 371 38 2,020
1998–99 1,880 1,479 401 364 37 2,059
1997–98 1,870 1,480 390 351 38 2,041  

Column Key: 
(A) B + C. 
(C) D + E.  Total may not match exactly because of rounding caused by part-time commissioner and referee 

positions.  
(F) Reflects authorized judicial positions adjusted for vacancies, assistance rendered by the court, and assistance 

received by the court from assigned judges, temporary judges, commissioners, and referees. 
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Judicial Assistance
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    SOURCE: TABLE 1

Note: 
Assistance rendered by the Courts of Appeal was less than 25 days and is not visible on this graph. 

FIGURE 1—Days of Assistance Rendered by Judge Source 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07 
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Assistance Received and Rendered  
by Type of Court 

Fiscal Years 1997–98 Through 2006–07 

Judicial Assistance 

Table 1 

 
 
 

Days rendered by judge source
Retired Court of Appeal Trial court

          Fiscal year Total judges justices judges
(A) (B) (C) (D)

Days received by all courts
          2006–07 35,729 35,554 17 158
          2005–06 34,045 33,691 0 354
          2004–05 31,896 31,364 0 532
          2003–04 23,393 23,320 0 73
          2002–03 25,265 24,889 0 376
          2001–02 25,700 25,289 8 404
          2000–01 24,319 23,586 6 727
          1999–00 26,085 24,516 4 1,565
          1998–99 25,211 24,429 17 765
          1997–98 29,010 27,666 8 1,336
Days received by Courts of Appeal
          2006–07 545 528 17 0
          2005–06 413 73 0 340
          2004–05 465 0 0 465
          2003–04 44 0 0 44
          2002–03 275 0 0 275
          2001–02 232 0 0 232
          2000–01 836 216 0 620
          1999–00 1,201 126 0 1,075
          1998–99 601 128 0 473
          1997–98 1,082 78 0 1,004
Days received by trial courts
          2006–07 35,184 35,026 0 158
          2005–06 33,632 33,618 0 14
          2004–05 31,431 31,364 0 67
          2003–04 23,349 23,320 0 29
          2002–03 24,990 24,889 0 101
          2001–02 25,469 25,289 8 172
          2000–01 23,483 23,370 6 106
          1999–00 24,884 24,390 4 490
          1998–99 24,611 24,301 17 292
          1997–98 27,928 27,588 8 332  

Column Key: 
(A) Components may not add to total because of rounding. Includes only assistance rendered by judges through 

assignments. Does not include assistance rendered by commissioners, referees, and temporary judges. 
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* The court is experiencing problems with its case management system and is working with its provider to correct 
inaccurate or incomplete data. 
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Appendix A 
Courts With Incomplete Data 
as of End of Reporting Period 
 

E-form/JBSIS report type 4a 
E-form/JBSIS report type 4b 

Appellate Court of Appeals 
Appellate Division Appeals 

E-form/JBSIS report type 5a   
E-form/JBSIS report type 5b 
E-form/JBSIS report type 6a 
E-form report type 7a/7b 
JBSIS report type 7c 

Limited Civil 
Unlimited Civil 
Family Law 
Felony 1 and 2 
Felony 3 

E-form/JBSIS report type 8a 
E-form/JBSIS report type 9a 
E-form/JBSIS report type 10a 
E-form/JBSIS report type 11a 
E-form/JBSIS report type 12a 
E-form/JBSIS report type 13a 
 

Juvenile Delinquency 
Juvenile Dependency 
Mental Health 
Misdemeanors and Infractions 
Probate 
Small Claims 

 
Court Report Missing Period, Fiscal Year 2006–2007 

Amador E-form report types 4b, 5a, 
5b, 6a, 7a, 7b, 8a, 9a, 10a, 
11a, 12a, 13a 

Reports submitted, but do not include 
disposition data 

Colusa E-form report type  7a June 2007 

Contra Costa E-Form report types 8a, 9a July 2006–June 2007 (Reports submitted but 
do not include juvenile delinquency and 
dependency disposition data) 

Del Norte E-form report type 5a 
 

September–November 2006 

Fresno E-form report types 6a, 8a, 
9a, 11a 
 
 

July 2006–June 2007 (Reports submitted but 
do not include family law, juvenile 
delinquency/dependency, and 
nontraffic/traffic infractions disposition data) 

Mariposa E-form report types 4b, 5a, 
5b, 6a, 7a, 7b, 8a, 9a, 10a, 
11a, 12a, 13a 

Data not submitted for entire year* 

Orange E-form report types 7a, 7b, 
11a 

July 2006–June 2007 (Reports submitted but 
do not include felony and nontraffic/traffic 
misdemeanor and infractions disposition 



* The court is experiencing problems with its case management system and is working with its provider to correct 
inaccurate or incomplete data. 
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data) 

Sierra JBSIS report types 4b, 5a, 5b, 
6a, 7c, 8a, 9a, 10a, 11a, 12a, 
13a 

Data not submitted for entire year* 

Trinity E-form report types  4b, 5a, 
5b, 6a, 7a, 7b, 8a, 9a, 10a, 
11a, 12a, 13a 

Data not submitted for entire year* 

Yolo E-form report type 4b July 2006, January–June 2007 
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APPENDIX B 
Supreme Court Glossary 
 
 
 
The definitions in this glossary are intended only to provide context and a general understanding 
of the information contained in this publication. They are not to be relied on as legal authority or 
cited as authoritative. 

 
attorney disciplinary proceedings    Proceed-
ings concerning possible suspension, disbar-
ment, and public or private reproval of attorneys 
for alleged violations of law or rules of profes-
sional conduct. Also, proceedings in which opin-
ions are issued on petitions by attorneys for full 
review of State Bar recommendations or on 
petitions for reinstatement from previously 
disbarred attorneys. Recommendations of the 
State Bar are reviewed by the Supreme Court as 
a matter of course.  
 
automatic appeal    A criminal appeal by opera-
tion of law, directly from a superior court to the 
Supreme Court, upon imposition of a death 
penalty sentence. 
 
civil    Pertaining to an appeal or original 
proceeding in a case that is neither a criminal 
nor a juvenile delinquency case. 
 
criminal    Pertaining to an appeal or original 
proceeding in a case charging the violation of 
criminal law. 
 
depublished opinion    A Court of Appeal 
opinion that the Court of Appeal has certified for 
publication but that the Supreme Court, acting 
under its constitutional power over opinion publi-
cation, directs the Reporter of Decisions not to 
publish in the Official Reports, and that may be 
cited or relied upon only in limited circumstances 
(see Cal. Rules of Court, rule 977(b)). 
 
original proceedings    Petitions for writs within 
the Supreme Court’s original jurisdiction. The 
most common types are mandamus and prohi-
bition, which may relate to either civil or criminal 
matters, and habeas corpus. 

petition for review    A request for Supreme 
Court review of a Court of Appeal decision. 
 
petition for review denied    An order by the 
Supreme Court declining review of a Court of 
Appeal decision. 
 
petition for review granted    An order by the 
Supreme Court granting review of a Court of 
Appeal decision. 
 
petition for review granted and held    An 
order by the Supreme Court granting review of a 
Court of Appeal decision that will be held until a 
lead case addressing a related issue has been 
decided by the Supreme Court. 
 
petition for review granted and transferred    
An order by the Supreme Court granting review 
of a Court of Appeal decision but transferring 
review of the case to a Court of Appeal without 
additional action by the Supreme Court. 
 
request for publication or depublication    
A case in which the sole relief requested is for 
the Supreme Court to order that a Court of 
Appeal decision be either published or 
depublished. 
 
written opinion    The written decision, with 
reasons stated, that determines the outcome of 
a Supreme Court case. For each case or group 
of consolidated cases, only one opinion is 
reported in these tables. Concurring and 
dissenting opinions are not included. 
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APPENDIX C 
Courts of Appeal Glossary 
 
 
 
The definitions in this glossary are intended only to provide context and a general understanding 
of the information contained in this publication. They are not to be relied on as legal authority or 
cited as authoritative. 

 
appeal    A proceeding for direct review of a 
judgment of an appealable order of a trial court. 
Excludes collateral review by means of an 
original proceeding. (See “civil appeal” and 
“criminal appeal.”) 
 
civil appeal    An appeal in a case that is neither 
a criminal nor a juvenile delinquency case. 
 
civil original proceeding    Any original pro-
ceeding in which the underlying case is not 
related to a violation of criminal law. 
 
Court of Appeal    The California court that 
hears (1) appeals in all noncapital cases in which 
a superior court has original jurisdiction and 
(2) appeals under other special circumstances, 
as prescribed by law. 
 
criminal appeal    An appeal from the judgment 
or order in a case charging a violation of criminal 
law. 
 
criminal original proceeding    Any original 
proceeding in which the underlying case is 
related to a violation of criminal law. 
 
disposition    Termination of an appeal or origi-
nal proceeding. Court of Appeal dispositions are 
either by written opinion or without opinion (with 
or without a record filed). 
 
fully briefed appeal    A pending appeal in which 
all briefs have been filed. 

median time    In a listing where time values 
are placed in order from shortest to longest, the 
value with half of the cases above it and half 
below it. 
 
90th percentile time    In a listing where time 
values are placed in order from shortest to 
longest, the value with 10 percent of the cases 
above it and 90 percent below it. 
 
notice filed    The filing of a notice of appeal in 
the superior court, initiating the appellate 
process. 
 
original proceedings    Cases commenced 
in an appellate court, commonly called writ 
proceedings. The most common are writs of 
mandamus and prohibition, usually seeking an 
order addressed to a lower court, and writs of 
habeas corpus, usually addressed to a person 
holding another in official custody. (See “civil 
original proceeding” and “criminal original 
proceeding.”) 
 
pending appeal    An appeal awaiting decision. 
 
record filed    The filing of the trial court clerk’s 
transcript (copies of documents filed in the 
case) and the reporter’s transcript (the typed 
version of oral proceedings).
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APPENDIX D 
Superior Courts Glossary 
 
 
 
The definitions in this glossary are intended only to provide context and a general understanding 
of the information contained in this publication. They are not to be relied on as legal authority or 
cited as authoritative. 

 
appeal    A proceeding for direct review of a civil 
or criminal judgment from a limited-jurisdiction 
case, including small claims matters. 
 
commissioner    A substitute judicial officer, 
employed by the court, who performs judicial or 
quasi-judicial duties assigned to him or her.  A 
commissioner may be authorized to decide only 
limited pretrial issues of fact and law or to con-
duct complete trials.  Commissioners frequently 
act as temporary judges. 
 
disposition    Termination of a proceeding.  
Civil dispositions before trial include transfers to 
another trial court, dismissals, summary judg-
ments, and other judgments before trial.  Crimi-
nal dispositions before trial include transfers to 
another trial court, sentences after pleas of guilty 
or no contest, and dismissals.  Civil dispositions 
after trial include entry of judgment after jury trial 
and court trial.  Criminal dispositions after trial 
include acquittals, grants of probation, and 
sentences after conviction. 
 
family law (marital)    Proceedings in which a 
petition has been filed for dissolution or voiding 
of a marriage or for legal separation. 
 
family law petitions   Family law cases other 
than marital cases, such as domestic violence 
petitions and petitions filed by the Department of 
Child Support Services (DCSS) for 
reimbursement of child support.  
 
felony     A criminal case alleging an offense 
punishable by imprisonment in a state prison or 
by death. 
 
filings in civil matters    Civil cases for which 
complaints or petitions have been filed. 
 

filings in criminal matters    The number of 
defendants against whom criminal charges have 
been filed. 
 
filings in juvenile matters    The number of 
minors who are the subjects of petitions.  
 
judgeship    A judicial position conferring power 
to exercise the full legal authority of the court in 
which the judge sits (by selection or assign-
ment). “Judgeships” is the number of positions 
authorized by law, whether filled or vacant. 
 
judicial position equivalents    An estimate 
of the number of judicial officers who were 
present and available to conduct court business.  
The number includes authorized judgeships 
(adjusted to reflect judicial vacancies and assis-
tance given to other courts) and assistance 
received from assigned judges, full-time and 
part-time commissioners and referees, and 
temporary judges serving by stipulation of the 
parties; it excludes assistance provided under 
blanket assignments. 
 
judicial positions    The number of judgeships 
authorized by law, plus positions of referees and 
commissioners. 
 
juvenile delinquency proceedings    Petitions 
filed under Welfare and Institutions Code section 
602, alleging violation of a criminal statute, and 
petitions filed under Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 601, alleging that a minor is 
beyond the control of  parents or guardians but 
has not violated any law. An original petition 
commences a delinquency proceeding.  A 
subsequent petition adds allegations against a 
minor child who is already subject to the court’s 
jurisdiction. 
 



juvenile dependency proceedings    Petitions 
filed under Welfare and Institutions Code section 
300, seeking to make a minor child a ward of the 
court because of abuse or neglect.  An original 
petition commences a dependency proceeding.  
A subsequent petition adds allegations regard-
ing a minor child who is already subject to the 
court’s jurisdiction. 
 
limited civil   All civil matters with a value of 
$25,000 or less, except small claims matters. 
 
mental health proceedings    Selected 
proceedings to detain a person under the 
Lanterman-Petris-Short Act; proceedings to 
examine or detain a person as a mentally 
retarded individual, a narcotic addict, a mentally 
disordered prisoner at the time of parole or 
termination of parole, or a mentally disordered 
sex offender for a crime committed before 
January 1, 1982; and proceedings to determine 
the current sanity of a criminal defendant. 
 
motor vehicle personal injury, death, and 
property damage    Actions for damages in 
excess of $25,000 for physical injury to persons 
and property and actions for wrongful death 
related to motor vehicle accidents. 
 
nontraffic infractions    Nontraffic violations of 
state statutes or local ordinances specified as 
infractions. 
 
nontraffic misdemeanors   Misdemeanors 
including intoxication complaints and violations 
of the Penal Code, local city and county 
ordinances, and the Fish and Game Code. 
 
other civil complaints and petitions    Cases 
not covered in any other civil case category, 
including complaints for declaratory relief only, 
mechanics’ liens, and petitions for partnership 
and corporate governance.  If the requested 
relief is for money, it must be in excess of 
$25,000 to be filed as a general-jurisdiction 
case.   
 
parking appeal    A proceeding for direct review 
of a judgment in a parking case. 
 

personal injury, death, and property 
damage    All actions for damages in excess 
of $25,000 for physical injury to persons and 
property and all actions for wrongful death. 

probate and guardianship    All probate 
proceedings, will contests, guardianship and 
conservatorship proceedings (including con-
servatorship proceedings under the Lanterman-
Petris-Short Act), and petitions to compromise 
minors’ claims (when not part of a pending 
action or proceeding). 
 
reduced to misdemeanor    Cases in which a 
charge originally filed as a felony is disposed of 
as a misdemeanor. 
 
referee    A subordinate judicial officer employed 
by a county to handle matters assigned by the 
court, such as traffic law violations. 
 
small claims    All matters filed in small claims 
court (value of $5,000 or less). 
 
traffic infractions    Traffic-related violations 
of state statutes or city or county ordinances 
specified as infractions, excluding parking 
violations. 
 
traffic misdemeanors    Violations of Vehicle 
Code sections 20002 (hit and run, property 
damage), 23104 (reckless driving, causing 
injury), and 23152 (driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs) and all other traffic 
misdemeanors.  
 
unlimited civil    All civil matters with a value of 
more than $25,000. 
 

Judicial Council of California 72 2008 Court Statistics Report 




